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How do we fund���
public school districts���

in Massachusetts?	
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Education Reform Act of 1993���
Foundation Budget.���

Based on the cost of providing an 
adequate education in 1993.	
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  40,000,000	
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Voca:onal:	
  2	
  students	
  @	
  $13,526	
  

ELL	
  KF-­‐12:	
  226	
  	
  students	
  @	
  $9,541	
  

Pre-­‐School:	
  38	
  students	
  @	
  $3,731	
  

Full	
  Day	
  Kindergarten:	
  478	
  students	
  @	
  $7,461	
  

Elementary:2187	
  students	
  @	
  $7,507	
  

Junior	
  High	
  -­‐	
  Middle	
  School:	
  1121	
  students	
  @	
  $7,116	
  

High	
  School:	
  1285	
  students	
  @	
  $8,875	
  

SPED	
  In-­‐District	
  (formula):	
  199	
  students	
  @	
  addi:onal	
  $25,986	
  

SPED	
  Out-­‐Of-­‐District	
  (formula):	
  53	
  students	
  @	
  addi:onal	
  $26,538	
  

Low	
  Income	
  Elementary:	
  410	
  students	
  @	
  addi:onal	
  $3,570	
  

Low	
  Income	
  Other:	
  194	
  students	
  @	
  addi:onal	
  $2,885	
  

Arlington Foundation Budget: FY16���
$50,290,292	
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Chapter	
  70	
  Aid:	
  $10,715,559	
  

Required	
  District	
  Contribu:on:	
  $39,574,733	
  

Required District Contribution:���
What the town can afford.	
  

Arlington Foundation Budget: FY16���
$50,290,292	
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Chapter	
  70	
  Aid:	
  $10,715,559	
  

Required	
  District	
  Contribu:on:	
  $39,574,733	
  

Chapter 70 State Aid:���
Fills the gap between���

Required District Contribution & 
Foundation Budget.	
  

Arlington Foundation Budget: FY16���
$50,290,292	
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Addi:onal	
  Local	
  Contribu:on	
  $16,038,756	
  

Chapter	
  70	
  Aid:	
  $10,715,559	
  

Required	
  District	
  Contribu:on:	
  $39,574,733	
  

Cities and towns may choose to���
spend above required levels.	
  

Arlington Net School Spending: FY16���
$66,329,048 

131.9% of foundation	
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Most cities and towns spend in excess of 
state requirements.	
  

0	
  

2500	
  

5000	
  

7500	
  

10000	
  

12500	
  

15000	
  

17500	
  

20000	
  

22500	
  

25000	
  

 B
EL
M
O
N
T	
  

	
  A
RL
IN
GT

O
N
	
  

 M
IL
TO

N
	
  

	
  
W
IN
CH

ES
TE
R	
  

 N
AT

IC
K	
  

	
  B
RO

O
KL
IN
E	
  

	
  L
EX
IN
GT

O
N
	
  

 N
EE
DH

AM
	
  

 R
EA

DI
N
G	
  

 M
EL
RO

SE
	
  

�ST
O
N
EH

AM
	
   	
  

W
AT

ER
TO

W
N
	
  

	
  C
AM

BR
ID
GE

	
  

 M
ED

FO
RD

	
  

	
  
SO

M
ER

VI
LL
E	
   	
  

M
IN
U
TE
M
AN

	
  

FY16	
  Per	
  Pupil	
  Spending:	
  	
  
"Town	
  Manager	
  12"	
  and	
  
Surrounding	
  Districts	
  

FY16	
  Above	
  Minimum	
  

FY16	
  Shorcall	
  

FY16	
  Local	
  Required	
  

FY16	
  Per	
  Pupil	
  Ch	
  70	
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Arlington public school funding under 
Education Reform: FY93-FY16	
  

0	
  

10,000,000	
  

20,000,000	
  

30,000,000	
  

40,000,000	
  

50,000,000	
  

60,000,000	
  

70,000,000	
  

80,000,000	
  

90,000,000	
  

FY93	
  FY94	
  FY95	
  FY96	
  FY97	
  FY98	
  FY99	
  FY00	
  FY01	
  FY02	
  FY03	
  FY04	
  FY05	
  FY06	
  FY07	
  FY08	
  FY09	
  FY10	
  FY11	
  FY12	
  FY13	
  FY14	
  FY15	
  FY16	
  

Arlington	
  Above	
  Required	
  NSS	
  

Arlington	
  Required	
  NSS	
  

State	
  Ch	
  70	
  

9	
  

	
  -­‐	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  10,000,000.00	
  	
  

	
  20,000,000.00	
  	
  

	
  30,000,000.00	
  	
  

	
  40,000,000.00	
  	
  

	
  50,000,000.00	
  	
  

	
  60,000,000.00	
  	
  

	
  70,000,000.00	
  	
  

Founda:on	
   Actual	
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  versus	
  Net	
  School	
  Spending,	
  FY16	
  

SPED	
  Out	
  of	
  District	
  

SPED	
  In	
  District	
  

All	
  Other	
  Spending	
  

FY16:���
Arlington���
spends at 

131.9% of 
foundation.	
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FY16:���
Arlington���
spends at 

526.8% of 
foundation 
on out-of-

district 
SPED.	
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Founda@on	
  versus	
  Net	
  School	
  Spending,	
  FY16	
  

SPED	
  Out	
  of	
  District	
  

SPED	
  In	
  District	
  

All	
  Other	
  Spending	
  

FY16:���
Arlington���
spends at 

240.0% of 
foundation 

on���
in-district 

SPED.	
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Arlington	
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  Schools:	
  	
  
Founda@on	
  versus	
  Net	
  School	
  Spending,	
  FY16	
  

SPED	
  Out	
  of	
  District	
  

SPED	
  In	
  District	
  

All	
  Other	
  Spending	
  

FY16:���
Arlington���
spends at 

106.4% of 
foundation���
on all non-
SPED line 

items.	
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Charter	
  School	
  
Garnishment	
  

District	
  Average	
  

Per-­‐Pupil	
  Expenditures	
  
Charter	
  Garnishment	
  versus	
  
	
  Arlington	
  Public	
  Schools	
  

• Entitlement, not 
subject to appropriation���
���
• Garnished from 
sending town’s Chapter 
70 appropriation���
���
• Based on average per-
pupil spending.���
���
	
  

Charter school funding:	
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Charter	
  School	
  
Garnishment	
  

District	
  Average	
  

Per-­‐Pupil	
  Expenditures	
  
Charter	
  Garnishment	
  versus	
  
	
  Arlington	
  Public	
  Schools	
   Entitlement, not subject 

to appropriation:���
���
Not “subject to 
appropriation” by the 
legislature.���
���
No vote permitted by Town 
Meeting or City Council of 
sending towns.���
	
  

Charter school funding:	
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Charter	
  School	
  
Garnishment	
  

District	
  Average	
  

Per-­‐Pupil	
  Expenditures	
  
Charter	
  Garnishment	
  versus	
  
	
  Arlington	
  Public	
  Schools	
   Law provides for reimbursement to 

districts for increases in charter tuition. ���
���

Year 1: 100%���
Years 2-6: 25%���
Year 7 and beyond: 0%���
���

Charter industry claims districts are 
reimbursed at 225% of cost.���
���

“Subject to appropriation” by the 
legislature. “The (FY16) budget 
allocates $80,500,000 in charter aid. 
This appropriation will cover 43% of 
the actual requirement.”���
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/fy16/projection.html	
  

Charter school funding:	
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   Middle	
  School	
   Elementary	
   Kindergarten	
   Pre-­‐School	
   ELL	
  	
   Charter	
  School	
  
Garnishment	
  

District	
  Average	
  

Modeling	
  per-­‐pupil	
  expenditures	
  -­‐	
  non-­‐SPED	
  set	
  at	
  106%	
  of	
  founda@on	
  

Plus	
  In-­‐District	
  SPED	
  
Plus	
  Low	
  Income	
  
Per	
  Pupil	
  106%	
  of	
  founda:on	
  

How charter garnishments compare���
to district per-pupil spending	
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Current charter school cap is���
9% of Net School Spending���

$5,969,614	
  

Arlington Net School Spending: FY16���
$66,329,048	
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Addi:onal	
  Local	
  Contribu:on	
  $16,038,756	
  

Charter	
  Garnishment	
  8	
  students	
  $99,141	
  

Chapter	
  70	
  Aid	
  to	
  Arlington:	
  $10,715,559	
  

Required	
  District	
  Contribu:on:	
  $39,574,733	
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Addi:onal	
  Local	
  Contribu:on	
  $16,038,756	
  

Charter	
  Garnishment	
  at	
  9%	
  cap,	
  482	
  students,	
  $5,969,614	
  

Chapter	
  70	
  Aid	
  to	
  Arlington:	
  $4,745,944	
  

Required	
  District	
  Contribu:on:	
  $39,574,733	
  

Current charter school cap is���
9% of Net School Spending���
$5,969,614 = 482 students	
  

Arlington Net School Spending: FY16���
$66,329,048	
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Addi:onal	
  Local	
  Contribu:on	
  $16,038,756	
  

Charter	
  Garnishmentat,	
  865	
  students,	
  $5,969,614	
  

Chapter	
  70	
  Aid	
  to	
  Arlington:	
  $8,007	
  

Required	
  District	
  Contribu:on:	
  $39,574,733	
  

Lift the cap?���
865 charter students���

$5,969,614 garnishment���
Exhausts Chapter 70 funding,���

Unrestricted General Government Aid next target.	
  

Arlington Net School Spending: FY16���
$66,329,048	
  

20	
  



Paul	
  Schlichtman	
   March	
  23,	
  2016	
  

11	
  

Massachusetts:���
Tradition of local governance & 

accountability.	
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Arlington Town Meeting - 2015	
  
ARTICLE	
  29	
  APPROPRIATION/COMMITTEES	
  AND	
  COMMISSIONS	
  
VOTED:	
  (UNANIMOUS)	
  
That	
  the	
  sum	
  of	
  $25,695	
  be	
  and	
  hereby	
  is	
  appropriated	
  to	
  be	
  expended	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  commissions,	
  
commigees,	
  and	
  boards	
  in	
  the	
  amounts	
  indicated:	
  
A.	
  Arlington	
  Historical	
  Commission	
  –	
  $2,160	
  
B.	
  Historic	
  District	
  Commissions	
  –	
  $5,100	
  
(Avon	
  Place	
  Historic	
  District	
  Commission,	
  Broadway	
  Historic	
  District	
  
Commission,	
  Central	
  Street	
  Historic	
  District	
  commission,	
  Jason/Gray	
  
Historic	
  District	
  Commission,	
  Russell	
  Historic	
  District	
  Commission,	
  
Pleasant	
  Street	
  Historic	
  District	
  Commission	
  and	
  Mount	
  
Gilboa/Crescent	
  Hill	
  Historic	
  District	
  Commission)	
  
C.	
  Capital	
  Planning	
  Commigee	
  –	
  $0	
  
D.	
  Commission	
  on	
  Disability	
  –	
  $3,000	
  
E.	
  Recycling	
  Commigee	
  –	
  $3,000	
  
F.	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Commission	
  –	
  $4,500	
  
G.	
  Arlington	
  Tourism	
  and	
  Economic	
  Development	
  Commigee	
  -­‐	
  $1,775	
  
H.	
  Vision	
  2020	
  -­‐	
  $3,000	
  
I.	
  Transporta:on	
  Advisory	
  Commigee	
  -­‐	
  $0	
  
J.	
  Arlington	
  Commission	
  on	
  Arts	
  and	
  Culture	
  -­‐	
  $3,160	
  
Said	
  sums	
  to	
  be	
  raised	
  by	
  general	
  tax	
  and	
  expended	
  under	
  the	
  direc:on	
  of	
  the	
  various	
  commissions,	
  commigees	
  
and	
  boards.	
  
A	
  true	
  copy	
  of	
  the	
  vote	
  under	
  Ar:cle	
  29	
  of	
  the	
  Warrant	
  for	
  the	
  Annual	
  Town	
  Mee:ng	
  of	
  the	
  Town	
  of	
  Arlington	
  at	
  
the	
  session	
  held	
  May	
  11,	
  2015.	
  
ATTEST:	
  Town	
  Clerk	
   22	
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Massachusetts:���
Tradition of local governance & 

accountability.���
���

Commonwealth charter schools���
don’t meet our standards.	
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